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Chapter blocks to the necessity of a united Australia by the use
xn- of arguments intelligible and striking, if often crude
and misleading. It was this popular movement which
drove ministers to meet at Hobart in 1895, and to agree
to legislate for the selection, not by Parliament, but by
popular vote, of delegates to a Convention at Adelaide
in 1897. The work of this Convention in 1897-98proved
decisive. The constitution was referred as agreed upon
to the people; New South Wales failed to give the
necessary size of majority, but it was placated by con-
cessions made by a Premiers' Conference, and the bill
was then passed in 1900 by the British Parliament
virtually in the form in which it had been approved
in Australia, Western Australia deciding at the last
moment to refer the question of acceptance to the
people with a decisive result. The people, therefore,
supplied in large measure the driving power to achieve
the goal; moreover, it was by the people that the
constitution, after the fullest exposition by its sup-
porters and critics, was deliberately and decisively
ratified in every colony.
(3) In both cases the federal structure in essentials
bears similarity to that of the United States, which
was essentially the chosen model. It shares with it the
characteristics of being set out in a written instrument,
in providing for the supremacy of the constitution over
the governments and legislatures, in dividing power
between a central and local authorities, and in assign-
ing to the courts the duty of defining the measure of
authority to be exercised by the federation and its
members. But in very important matters both con-
stitutions depart from the United States model, and in
certain matters the Australian constitution adheres